
Healthy Safety 2024: Strong Foundations to Bold Action 
September 5, 2024, East Lansing, MI 

Agenda 
  

   
 

8:30 – 9 a.m. 
Big Ten A 

  Breakfast and networking  

9 - 9:15 a.m. 
Big Ten A   

Welcome and Opening Remarks 
  

• Ken Hayward, vice president, special assistant to the 
president for Community Relations, BCBSM   

• Todd Anderson, market president, Blue Cross Complete 
of Michigan    

9:15 – 10 a.m.  
Big Ten A  
  

Michigan Department of Health 
& Human Services and Public 
Policy Updates   
  

• Phyllis Browne, director, Public Policy, BCBSM 
• Jonathan Linder, director, Federal Public Policy, BCBSM  
• Beth Nagel, senior deputy director, Policy Planning and 

Operational Support Administration, Michigan 
Department of Health and Human Services    

10 – 10:45 a.m. 
Big Ten A  
 

A Turning Point for Behavioral 
Health Care in Michigan   

 
 

• William Beecroft, M.D., medical director, BCBSM; 
moderator and presenter 

• Hank Milbourne, clinical therapist, Adult Outpatient, 
MiSide 

• Melissa Riba, research and evaluation director, Center 
for Health & Research Transformation  

10:45 – 11 a.m. Coffee and networking break - Move to Big Ten B & C   

11 – 11:45 a.m. 
Big Ten B & C 

Closing the Disparities Gaps • Bridget G. Hurd, vice president and chief diversity officer, 
Inclusion and Diversity, Office of Health and Health Care 
Disparities, BCBSM; moderator and presenter 

• Ninah Sasy, director, Policy and Planning, MDHHS 
• Tiwanna Hatcher, senior strategy manager, MDHHS 

11:45 a.m. – 12:30 
p.m.  
Big Ten B & C 

Caring for People with 
Disabilities from Diverse 
Communities 

• Michelle A. Meade, Ph.D., professor, University of 
Michigan Department of Physical Medicine and 
Rehabilitation; director, UM Center for Disabilities Health 
and Wellness; moderator and presenter 

• Tameka Citchen-Spruce, co-director, Leadership 
Engagement and Advocacy Development, Michigan 
Disability Rights Coalition; independent filmmaker 

12:30 – 1:15 p.m.  
Big Ten A 
12:50 -1:10 pm 

Lunch and networking – Move to Big Ten A 

Overcoming Adversity, a Game 
Plan for Surviving and Thriving 

 

• Suzanne Miller Allen, senior director, Community 
Responsibility & Social Mission, Blue Cross Blue Shield of 
Michigan 

• Eric Hipple, mental health outreach specialist, NFL 
Alumnus, Detroit Lions 



 

   
 

   
 

Breakout Sessions - Move to Breakout Rooms  

1:15 – 2 p.m. 
Big Ten B 
 

Breakout 1 – Supporting 
Individuals at the Intersection of 
Human Trafficking, 
Homelessness and Addiction  
 
 
 
 

Moderator: Chai Kinney, senior health care analyst, BCBSM  
• Stanley Stinson, president, street outreach nurse, Street 

Outreach Teams  
• Laura Lederer, president, Global Centurian; former 

senior advisor on trafficking in persons in the U.S. State 
Department 

• Mark Contreras, medical director, Catherine’s Health 
Center  

1:15 – 2 p.m. 
Big Ten C 
 

Breakout 2 – Improving Access to 
Safety Net Health Care through 
Systems Change 
 

Moderator: Sierra Cameron, program officer, Behavioral Health, 
Michigan Health Endowment Fund  
• Meghan Sifuentes Vanderstelt, director, Program Policy, 

MDHHS  
• Larry West, crisis coordinator, Wayne State University, 

Center for Behavioral Health and Justice  
• Patrick Yankee, development director, Corktown Health 

2 – 2:15 p.m.  Coffee and networking break  
   

2:15 – 3 p.m.  
Big Ten B 
  

Breakout 3 – Advancing Health 
Equity in Michigan’s Rural 
Communities  
    

Moderator: Alison Arnold 
• Alison Arnold, executive director, CMU Rural Health 

Equity Institute 
• Laura Mispelon, social drivers of health manager, 

Michigan Center for Rural Health  
• Jim Yates, GySgt, USMC Ret., IREACH project director, 

Michigan Center for Rural Health  
2:15 – 3 p.m. 
Big Ten C 

Breakout 4 - Expanding Rx Kids 
 
 

Moderator: Ta’Sheena M. Williams 
• Ta’Sheena M. Williams, policy director, Michigan Council 

for Maternal and Child Health 
• Alyssa Stewart, chief community impact officer, 

Kalamazoo Community Foundation 
3 – 3:15 p.m. 
 

Break - Move to Big Ten C 

3:15 – 3:45 p.m.  
Big Ten C 
  

Health Funders Reflections  
 
  

Moderator and presenter: Neel Hajra, chief executive officer, 
Michigan Health Endowment Fund 

• Children’s Foundation 
• BCBSM Foundation 
• Superior Health Foundation 
• Community Foundation for Southeast Michigan 
• Kalamazoo Community Foundation  
• Community Foundation of Greater Flint   

 


